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left the conservative parties devoid of all emotional stock-in-trade,
except the last refuge, patriotism.1 As the Church question became
the easiest way of stirring up political feeling in France, the old
alliance of "throne and altar" became, whether willingly or un-
willingly, the alliance of "sabre and holy-water sprinkler." In the
Boulangist crisis of 1889 was seen the last formidable attempt at a
radical nationalism, at rousing the old patriotic fervour of the
revolutionary Paris mob; it came near to success, but it failed, and
for "the nationalists beaten in 1889, the job was to hold out until
France produced in abundance the feelings they had sown, doubtless
prematurely."2 They had to wait, as Barres put it, for their teachers
"to reconstruct for us our certainties."3
It can hardly have been expected by Barres, or by anybody else,
that this task would fall to a Proven?al journalist, a friend of Barres
and an ardent nationalist, indeed, but better known as a literary
critic of a rigorous type than as a politician. Yet it was this poet and
critic who was ready for the emergency, because he had a doctrine
where his allies had only passions. Barres, for all his theorising,
was no thinker, but to M. Charles Maurras to be right was "still
one of the ways in which man may immortalize himself ... to be
right and change the cnumerous and ricidulous fancies' of one's
fellow citizens."4 M. Maurras is a Provencal of Catholic family,
but not strictly speaking a "Blanc du Midi," since his parents had
been seduced by the Second Empire into a temporary abandon-
ment of their devotion to the House of France. Born in 1868, he
grew up in a world in which Bonapartism and royalism were fading
out of French minds, and royalist beliefs, in any active form, faded
out of his as his religious faith had done. There remained to the
young sceptic only a conviction that in politics there were certain
laws which could be discovered and applied, and a passionate
conviction that in this world, where absolutes were not to be found,
there was one relative good so superior to all others that it could
serve as a touchstone for most departments of human life. For the
religion of his ancestors, M. Maurras substituted the Goddess
1 During the crisis following the dissolution of i6th May, 1876, Hohenlohe wrote
to Bismarck: "The monarchist parties, however, cannot #ct on without a military
success to strengthen their pohcy in the country."   (Quoted in Walter Frank,
Nationahsmus und Demokratie ^m Frankreich, p. 62.)
2 Barres, UAppel au soldat, (Nelson edition, p. 10.)
3 Henri-L. Mieville, La Pensee de Maurice Barr&s, p. 33,
4 Maurras, Au Signe de Flore, p. 21.